identify five (4.4%) strains with the recommended tests and only one (0.9%) with the RTP. A majority (86%) of the test strains were identified to the species level with the RTP after only 4 h of incubation.
The API 20E system (Analytab Products, Plainview, N.Y.) is the most commonly used bacterial kit identification system in clinical microbiology laboratories (6) . It provides a reliable means for establishing the identity of members of the family Enterobacteriaceae (2, 7). However, in our experience, approximately 5% of the profile numbers generated are of sufficiently low selectivity to 
